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Over the last decade or so, renewable energy technology has moved from the margins to the

mainstream. Where it was once a utopian dream, British experts now talk of a huge market for the

UK renewable energy industry, and the government's Renewable Energy Advisory Group estimates

that renewable sources could contribute as much as 20% of the UK's electricity requirement by the

year 2025. The UK first entered the renewable energy field in 1974, after the first oil crisis. Since

then, a total of 230 million pounds has been spent on research and development projects. Wave

power was one of the front runners; millions were spent on it before the "deep sea" wave program

folded in 1982. The decision to abandon the program was the focus for many debates in which the

author took a vigorous part. His book, Energy From the Waves, first published in 1979, provided

unique coverage for the general reader, as well as for students of renewable energy. He has since

followed the twists and turns of the debate over wave power, not exactly endearing himself to the

energy establishment, but providing readers with many fascinating accounts of decision-making

processes. This is a continuation of the study of power waves, and because the issues it touches

upon are more urgent than ever, it should interest not only engineers and environmentalists, but the

general public as well.
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This quite interesting historical overview of the field by D.R. is mostly targeted to an educated and

mature audience of executives, inductrialists and politicians. Whilst it will offer a basic touch of



technology presentation, it is primarily induced as an educated journalist's perspective. Ross, does

rather well in revealing the subtle -or often quite abrupt- governing relations between societal and

political momentum, as related to technological evolution, clearly portraying our interim feared

notion, that rationality may not be an apparently governing issue in many respects afterall. Hidden

aspects, may even reveal how biased technological results and unfavourable verdicts may be

"orchestrated", by selective promotion of non-viable technology. A must for the insight-look seeker,

would serve as a much more integral report, if a broader international rather than European

pespective was covered.
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